Finder’s Keepers: not always the case


If a large amount of money fell into your possession that did not belong to you, you would have to make a difficult choice of what you are going to do with it.  You have two choices.  The first choice would be to think of the person who lost it and try to find its owner.  Benefiting your needs, the second choice would be to keep the money for yourself.  It would be a hard decision for most of us, but one student at Lakeland Regional High School proved that students have higher morals than we may have thought.


January 4, a Thursday afternoon just like any other for sophomore Ed F----, forced him to face a tough decision. It was 2:35 P.M. and Ed was walking towards his bus ready to go home from school.  A fellow student in front of him was emptying his pockets when a large roll of money fell out of his pocket.  Since he didn’t notice his loss, the student continued to his bus.  Ed’s initial reaction was to put his foot on the money and look for the boy, but he was gone.


When Ed got home he counted up the money, which summed up to 130 dollars.  Knowing it was that large amount of money, it was a harder decision on what he was going to do with it.  Putting it away in his bank crossed his mind. But it was easy to decide when Ed stated, “I even felt guilty keeping it for the night, that’s kinda why I gave it back.” Ed knew if he had bad feelings for having it for one night; he could not possibly keep it forever.


The next day Ed brought it to school with him to give it back. His father supported the wise decision made by his son.  He gave it to Vice Principal, Dr. Ron Finklestein.  Administrators and the student thanked Ed for his moral decision.

With all the crime, cruelty, and bad treatment in the world, hearing a situation like this sends a feeling of relief that there are some decent people out there still.  Surrounded by all different kinds of people daily, everyone knows at least one person who would have taken the money and spent it without thinking twice. 

It is nice to know that if I ever lose something or need help there would be people out there who would help me without thinking.  There are not enough positive stories to let someone feel that comfort, but if everyone in the world thought the same as Ed F----, it might be a more secure world.


When a big price falls into small hands, it is interesting to see the cost, for it is not always finder’s keepers, loser’s weepers.
