By Kelsey B-------

With a roaring start to their 2007 season, Lakeland wrestling proved that they can excel even with several setbacks that deemed them a less than perfect record. 

Some of the major losses the team faced this year include graduating senior Kevin G--, Dave Loftus due to a hip injury, and several other players that left the team lacking a heavyweight. Nonetheless, the Lakeland wrestling team has rebounded well with a current record of 8-4, a record which Lakeland has not held in 23 years.

So what does Lakeland attribute to their great successes?

“Since we are a young team, it is tough to get used to the level of wrestling that we are faced with during our season. I think that we have been working really hard during practice and everyone is really stepping up at meets, so Lakeland wrestling is soaring to new heights,” said senior captain Joe Lerro, who placed second in the Lakeland tournament held at the opening of this season. 

The team is led by senior captains Joe Lerro, Kyle M-----, and junior Colton C----. Returning varsity starters include juniors Casey P---, Louise M---, Greg H-, and sophomore Scott M---. Nick Z---, sophomore, and freshmen Tommy V--- and Matt S--- are also starting on Varsity for the first time this year.  Some new additions to the Lakeland wrestling team include juniors CJ G--- and Steve C---, who was sidelined for two years due to a shoulder injury.

“Nick Z--- and Matt S-- have stepped up as a first year wrestlers with winning records. Working hard, wrestling smart, and pushing ourselves to win big matches for the team has led us to our winning record,” said junior captain Colton C---, who is seeking his third county champion title this year.   

It seems that there is only one thing on the minds of every Lakeland wrestler; win the enviable counties, districts, and/or regions, and place in the coveted state qualifier match in Atlantic City. 

“It’s been fun over the years wrestling and for my senior year, I want to go out in a big way,” said senior captain Kyle M---, who placed second in the county this past year. A knee operation kept him out of the districts, but this year he plans on winning. “With a record of 8-4 and high expectations for the rest of the season, I can’t think of a better way to end my final season here at Lakeland.”
